











History of the Metro Atlanta, Chapter

(SSU) Sawannah State University, National Alumni Associatiorn

During the early 1950s, a small group: of Sawannah State College graduates living in the Atlanta area began
gathering informally in their homes to socialize, fellowship;, and reminisce about their days at Sawannah State
College. As their bond and shared purpose grew, these alumni decided to formalize their efforts and began laying
the foundation for a local alumni chapter. Their vision became reality when the Metro Atlanta, Chapter was
officially organized and chartered by the Savannah State College National Alumni Association in 1960.

Since its founding, the Metro Atlanta, Chapter has remained steadfast in its commitment to supporting Sawvannah
State University, by building fellowship: among alumni, students, and supporters in the Metro Atlanta community.
The chapter actively promotes the university's academic mission by participating in student recruitment and
providing critical financial assistance through scholarships for Atlanta-area students attending SSU.

Over the decades, the chapter’s impact has been substantial. In 2015, $20,000 in scholarships were awarded,
followed by, $26,000 in 2023. Since 1990, the chapter has awarded over $350,000 in scholarships to deserving
studlents in the Metro Atlanta area, helping to change lives and shape futures.

The chapter’s efforts have not gone unnoticed. In 2023, the Metro Atlanta, Chapter was named Chapter of the Year
by the Savannah State University National Alumni Association. In 2024, the chapter was also honored as the
grand prize winner of the KQ Communications Small Business Reboot contest, receiving a professional branding
makeover valued at $10,000. This new branding ensures the chapter will be recognized, not only by, its impactful
work—but also by a strong visual identity—as it continues to' grow and, reach new heights.

Currently, chapter meetings are held monthly on the 4th Saturday at 1:00 PM, either viaw Zoom or in person at the
Sigmay Zeta, Foundation located at 2526 Delowe Drive, East Point, Georgias 30344.

Since 1960, numerows SSU trailblazers have proudly served as officers and leaders of the Metro Atlanta Chapter,
continuing a legacy, of excellence and dedication tor our beloved University by the Sea.

Presidents of the Metro Atlanta Chapter
ARTHUR RICHARDSON* BERNARD WALKER JEFF DINKINS
LESTER BUTTS* BARBARA MOBLEY EMILY CHISHOLM*
THOMAS J. LOCKE* RUBY WILLIAMS* BIRNELL M. HATCHER
JOHN W. ARNOLD* ROBERT BROWN APRIL DOBBS
JOHN W. LAWTON¥* SAMMY WHITE KENNETH DANDY
JOHN E. ROBINSON* BIRNELL M. HATCHER JOHN CLARK (CURRENT)
ARTHUR J. TERRY JOHN W. ARNOLD* *DECEASED

























In the last year alone he’s been awarded the Paragon Award for new presidents from Phi
Theta Kappa, the Leadership Award from the Greater Augusta Black Chamber of Commerce,
the Man of the Year award from the Success Team Non-Profit Organization, Men of
Excellence Award from Bethel AME Church, Georgia Southern University’s George and
Lucy Armstrong Alumni Award, Man of the Year Award from the New Bethlehem
Community Center, Man of Excellence Award from Bethel AME Church Augusta, Soul
Awakening Award of Excellence from Perry Broadcasting of Augusta, been inducted in the
Georgia Titan 100 Hall of Fame, a 2024 Georgia Trend 40 Under 40 honoree, a 2025
Georgia Trend Notable Georgian honoree, and was an inaugural member of the Georgia
Trend 500 most influential leaders in Georgia. He'’s a graduate of the Executive Leadership
Augusta Forum, Leadership Columbia County, Furman University’s Diversity Leadership
Institute (DLI), the SC Economic Development Institute, Leadership Greenville Class 44,
and Leadership Gwinnett Class of 2016. He is also the only college president in the United
States selected to serve a three-year term on the U.S. Inaugural 21st Century Energy
Workforce Advisory Board that provides guidance to the Secretary of Energy. Dr. Whirl
also serves other regional and national boards, taskforces, and councils for organizations
such as TD Bank, the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, Queensborough National Bank, and
The Warrior Alliance.

Before accepting the presidency at ATC, Dr. Whirl served as the Vice President for
Learning and Workforce Development at Greenville Technical College. In this role, he
served as the chief academic and continuing education officer, and he was responsible for
the leadership of the college’s credit and non-credit programs serving approximately
20,000 students a year in five locations. He also served as the college’s Vice President for
Economic Development and Corporate Training where he served as the official economic
development liaison to the Greenville Area Development Corporation, Upstate SC Alliance,
and the SC Department of Commerce helping to recruit over 20 companies over a four-year
span. Dr. Whirl holds the special distinction of being the first and only chief academic
officer in the SC Technical College System to author a bachelor’s degree with full approval
by the SC Commission on Higher Education.

Additional administrative experience includes serving Gwinnett Technical College as Dean
of both the School of Business Sciences and School of Art & Design; Dean of Adult
Education at Savannah Technical College; full-time faculty member within the Parker
College of Business Administration at Georgia Southern University, and full-time faculty
member at East Georgia State College. Dr. Whirl also held adjunct faculty positions at
Charleston Southern University, South University, and Toccoa Falls College in the areas of
business administration, economics, and leadership. His higher education career began at
Winthrop University where he first served as a tutor to provisionally admitted students in
the LEAP program, and he then served in the office of alumni relations where he led the
student alumni council.


























































Orange and Blue Patrons

We gratefully acknowledge the generosity and support of all our
patrons. Your contributions have made this event possible and are
sincerely appreciated by the SSUNAA Metro Atlanta Chapter.

Sharon Allen Dawid, Hughes
Kurt Alston Maude Jacksorn
Oscar Carlers Gus King
Anne Clark Janice Langston
John Clark Keisha, Lanier
Breon Cornelius Jazz Ling
Tremetrica, Crosby, Jaquenette Rucker - Mason
Priscilla, Dickersorn Vanessa Strong Mercaclel
Andrew Edghill Stanley Morse
Anne Golden Shernitta, Myles
Drs. Christopher and Sherita Golden Bettye Peppers
Stacey Golden Donovan Ringo
Elanor Hagins Arthur “Art” Terry
Tiow Harris Margie Terry
Melanie Harper Anitra. Thomas
Vanessa Henderson Ryan Tomlin
Carol Houston Ebony, McGriff Young







Savannah State University Hymn
Original words and music by, J. Randolph Fisher and Hillary Hatchett
Lyrical Revision by Ms. LaGina M. Frazier

Let us give thanks and, praises to
Ouwr alma mater S.S.U.

Thine honor, pride and eminence,
We raise in prayerful reverence
Guide us still from day to day,

Be thou mindful lest we lose our way,
Help us know that life, short or long

Means unceasing work for weak and strong

Refrain
Where Savannah meets the sea,
Where grassy plains and palms abound,
Where the flow'rs are gems of loveliness
There S.S.U. is found
We adore each beauteous scene and hall
Our all we pledge to thee
In our hearts we'll build o shrine for you
We hail thee S.S.U.










